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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 5442 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, PDEV, SF, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: PRETORIA FIVE RECOMMENDATIONS 

1 . THE PRETORIA CONTACT GROUP MET THIS AFTERNOON TO 
ASSESS THE SITUATION AND AGREED ON THE FOLLOWING JOINT 
REPORT: 

2. WE DISCUSSED AT SOME LENGTH WHETHER OR NOT THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT WERE LIKELY ULTIMATELY TO DECIDE TO 
REJECT A SETTLEMENT BASED ON THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S 
REPORT. WE CAME TO NOFIRM CONCLUSION. WE ALSO CONSIDERED 
WHETHER IT WAS ADVISABLE TO AWAIT THE OUTCOME OF A FURTHER 
CABINET MEETING, WHICH WE BELIEVE TO BE PLANNED FOR TUESDAY, 
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SEPTEMBER 19, AND AT WHICH VORSTER MAY BE PRESENT, 

BEFORE THE NAMIBIA ISSUE IS AGAIN TAKEN IN THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL. 

3. WE CONCLUDED THAT WE SHOULD AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
DELIVER THE MESSAGE FROM OUR FOREIGN MINISTERS AND THE 
ACCOMPANYING AIDE MEMOIRE. KEEPING IN MIND SAG OBJECTIONS 
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TO THE SIZE OF THE UN MILITARY CONTINGENT WHICH FOURIE 
REITERATED TODAY TO THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR (PRETORIA 5441), 

WE AGREED THAT THE ONE AREA IN WHICH SOME CHANGE WOULD MOST LIKELY 

PRODUCE A FAVORABLE RESPONSE WOULD BE THAT COVERED BY 

PARAGRAPH 5 OF THE AIDE MEMOIRE. IF THE FIVE COULD 

PERSUADE THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO INDICATE THE LIKELIHOOD 

THAT THE ACTUAL NUMBER OF TROOPS WOULD HAVE TO BE LESS 

THAN THE REQUESTED FIGURE, THIS MIGHT MEET THE CABINET'S 

VERY STRONG FEELING THAT THE TOTAL NUMBER IS TOO LARGE. 

IF THE SYG COULD FURTHER INDICATE HIS INTENTION TO HAVE 
THE UNSR CONSULT WITH THE ADMINISTRATOR-GENERAL REGARDING 
THE NUMBERS OF TROOPS TO BE INTRODUCED AT EACH STAGE, 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN OBIECTIONS COULD PROBABLY BE OVERCOME. 

4. WE FELT THAT THERE WOULD BE ADVANTAGE IN DELIVERING 
THE MESSAGE AND AIDE MEMOIRE THROUGH FOURIE, WHOM WE COULD 
CONSULT MORE INFORMALLY ABOUT LIKELY REACTIONS. WE 
THOUGHT THAT IN DOING SO WE SHOULD DRAW PARTICULAR 
ATTENTION TO THE LAST SENTENCE OF THE MESSAGE, POINTING 
OUT THAT THE OPTIONS WERE EITHER TO TAKE THE MATTER 
TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL BEFORE WE RECEIVED A FURTHER 
RESPONSE FROM THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT OR TO AWAIT 
THAT RESPONSE BEFORE TAKING ACTION. ALTHOUGH THERE 
WAS SOME DANGER IN THE LATTER COURSE, SINCE DELAY MIGHT 
INVOLVE THE SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE BECOMING INVOLVED 
WITH THE OPENING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, WE WOULD NOT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 PRETOR 05442 141538Z 

WISH TO TAKE ANY ACTION WHICH WOULD MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT 
FOR THE CABINET TO MAKE A POSITIVE DECISION ON TUESDAY. 

EDMONDSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SECRETARY GENERAL, REPORTS, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 sep 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PRETOR05442 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780374-0174 
Format: TEL 
From: PRETORIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780966/aaaaccni.tel 

Line Count: 97 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 3e0e2250-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1432628 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NAMIBIA: PRETORIA FIVE RECOMMENDATIONS 
TAGS: PORG, PDEV, SF, WA, UNGA 
To: STATE USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3e0e2250-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



